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for Perth, is declared vacani, and alsoc

the necessary steps to see that the seat

is filled.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
will hand that to me in writing I will sub-
mit it {o the Crown Law Department and
make a stafement to the House subse-
fquently.

NOTICE OF MOTION—WANT OF
CONFIDENCE.

AMr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I give no-
tice that on Thursday next I will move
the following motion:—

That the Government do nol possess
the confidence of the House.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson}:

In view of the hon. member’s notice of
motion of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment, I propose to ask the House to
adjourn, but I would suggesi to the hon.
member that he should bring his motion
on to-morrvow instead of on Thursday. If
the hon, member assnres me that he wamts
mtil Thursday, then I shall fall in with
his wishes; but if he wants until Thuors-
day, I shall probably want a day in which
to veply to his indictment. Could not the
hon. member bring his motion on to-
morrow 7

Mr. Scaddan: It is the shortest notice
on record. There 15 only one sitfing day
intervening,

The PREMIER: 'Then. T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
wuntil Thursday, the Gth October.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 3.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4,30
p.mn., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Papers relating
to the elaims of W. P. Smith, late of Go-
vernmen{ Printing Office, for a retiring
allowance. 2, Additional regulation
under ‘‘The Jetties Regulation Aet,
1878."" 3, Port Regulation No. 42B. 4,
Additional regulations made by the Fre-
marntle Harbour Trust. 3, Alterations
and additions to Gaols Regulations. 6,
By-law passed by the Guildford Local
Board of Health. 7. By-law passed by
the Munieipality of Northam,

By the Minister for Lands: 1, Pur-
chase of private Estates— (ordered aon
motion by Mr. Taylor).

QUESTION—STATE SALEYARDS,
OPENING.

My, JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Agmnienlture: 1, The names of auctioneers
who received invitation tickets to he pre-
sent at the opeuning of the State sale-
yards at North Fremanfle? 2, Which
firms received tickets for distribution?
3, Why was the opening day fxed to
clash with the Midland Junetion weekly
sales? 4, Is it proposed to econtinue
clashing or is another day to be fixed?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUT.-
TURE replied: 1. None. 2, The firms
whicl had arranzed to eonduct the sales
on that day, Messrs. Elder, Shenton, &
Cn., and Dalgety & Co., Litd., were askeil,
purely as a matter of convenicnce, to
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undertake the distribution of railway
tickets from Perth to Fremantle, on be-
balf of “the department, to the business
men iutevested in the yards. Nineteen
tieckels wure so distributed at a cost to
the Agrienltural Department of ls. 4d.
per tickgt. 3, Wednesday bas been fixed
upon as sale day because it is held, by
all interested, to be the most suitable
day in the week for sales, as it permits
stock to be sent away to the Eastern Dis-
triets in time for the Friday killing. 4,
In view of the foregoing, it is intended
to eontinue sales on Wednesdays.

QUESTION—STATE HOTEL,
GWALIA.

Mr. GOURLEY asked the Minister
for Mines: Is it the intention of the
Minister to erect a library and reading
room in conneetion with the State hotel
at Gwalia? If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Yes.

QUESTION—RAILWAY STATION.
SOUTHERN CROSS, TELEPHONE.

Mr. HORAN asked 1he Minister for
Mines: 1, Having regard to the papers
laid uwpon the Table by order of the
House on the 14th September, in refer-
ence to the Southern Cross railway tele-
phone conneerion, will he answer, if the
papers are cowplefe, why no record is
observable from two deputations that
waited upon him regarding the same oh-
jeet? 2. Daes the file disclose any new
facts other than those announced by rme
in my letters of the 24th July, 1907,
and Iater dates, and to which the de-
partment have disagreed? 3, When did
the deputation, recorded by the Minis-
ter in his memo. of 8/4,/10. wait upon
him, and where. and who comprised it?
4, As. according to the Minister’s memo.
of the said date, he apeared favourable
to the work, why did he refuse it on
July 31st when the matter was again
brought forward? 35, Hew is it that
the numbered folios of the file have com-
pelled the Minister to interpolate pages
tbat did not originally fall imto their
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proper order? 6, Why, in view of my
repeated requests (eovering many vears)
for this convenience, information was
conveyed to the Hon. Mr. Glewrey in
contradistinetion to me?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes, but a request dated the 24th
July, 1907, dealing with this and an-
other subject, appears on another fle.
No record appears of the request made
ou 31st July, 1910, but the Commissioner
was verbally advised of it, with the re-
sult that the work was shortly after-
wards put in band. 2, No, but the recent
improved conditions in the distviet war-
ranted the extension, 3, (a) On or about
the date mentioned; (b) on train at
Southern Cross; (¢) Messrs. Le Breton,
Melntyre, Roberts, and I believe the hon.
member, but my notes do not show who
was present., 4, The request was not re-
fused on 31st July of this year, but pro-
mised to refer to the Commissioner. 3,
This is not so. 6, Mr. Glowrey presented
a petilion to the Commissioner aon the
16th August, 1910, and in view of the
representations made as above stated he
agreed to instal the telephone, and AMr.
Glowrey was aecordingly notified.

QUESTION—LAND SELECTION,
DALWATLILINU.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has applicatinn been made for
an extension of the time fixed for mak-
ing improvements on locations 1912,
1915, 1921, Dalwallinu? 2, If so, has
sueh extension been granted?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 3. Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAY
TROUBLE, FINE.

Mr. BROWN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: Has the fine of £50, recently in-
flicted on the member for Guildford in
the Perth police court, been paid? If
not, why not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Yes.
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QUESTION — RAILWAY EM-
PLOYEES’ FINES.

Mr., GILL asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: What is the total amonnt of the
secumulated fines collected from railway
employees up to the end of June last?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: £2,284 3s. 64.

QUESTION—RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD.

Mr. HORAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, On how many days were the
manager of the Agricultural Bank and
the Sarveyor General absent from their
offices during the month of September?
2, If they have been engaged on the Rail-
way Advisory Board, does the Minister
think the ahsenee of these important
officers from Perth is consistent with
good administration?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS ve-
plied: 1, The manager of the Agrienl-
tural Bank, 12 days; the Surveyor Gene-
ral, 11 days (including Sundays). 2,
Their ahsence was partly on Railway
Advisory Board work and partly on De-
partmental work, but it was all work of
value in connection with their respective
departments, and therefore their ab-
sence was not inconsistent with good ad-
ministration.

SELECT COMMITTEES (2)—EX-
TENSIOXN OF TIME.
Raads Rill.

Mr. BROWN (Perth) moved—

That the time for bringing up the re-
port of the select commiltee on this
Bill be extended for one week.

He said: The reason why the report was
not ready was that two members of the
committee were away during the adjonrn-
ment, and it was not pessible to held
meetings,

Mr. Seaddan: How many meetings of
the vommittee have been held since the
Wouse adjourned ?

Mr, BROWX: No meetings have heen
held, owing to the fact that Mr. Ware
was away ill and Mr. Tayman was in the
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country. It was, therefore, not thonght
worth while to call meetings in their ab-
sence. .

Mr. SCADDAN (lvanhoe}: It would
be more in keeping to move for the dis-
charge of the committee, if those members
appointed to report upon the Roads Bill
do not ntend to do their duty.

Question put and passed.

Workers' Compensation _tet _nendment
Bill,

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) moved—

That the time for bringing up the

report of the select committee on this

Bill bg extended wntil Tuesday, 18th

October,

He said: The committee lLave sat six
times, and we hope to have the evidenen
finished next week, We have been un.
able to get the report of Dr. Cumpston,
but we hope that also will be available
next week.

Mr. SCADDAN (Tvanhoe}: I hope
the Fouse will not agree to the extension
of time for bringing up the report. When
the committee were appointed it was sup-
gested on this side of the House that
the objeet of submitting the Bill to a
select committee was to delay the pas-
sage of the measure. In fact, I moved
an amendment that the time for bringing
up the report should be limited to one
week; but the House decided to grant a
fortnight.  Three weeks have now ex-
pired sinee the commiitee first met and
no report is yet available, and an exten-
sion is asked for until next Tuesday
week., Tt is apparent that the objeet of
the committee is to prevent the Bil! from
passing this Assembly.

Mx. Draper: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. SCADDAN: By delaying the pro-
duetion of the ireport it is evidently
thonght that even if the Bill is not thrown
out here it will be in ancther place. The
committee have had time to give the
matter full consideration and should be
prepared to bring down the report now,
They have sat six times in three weeks,
and I veniure to say that thev have not
averaged more than one witness per sit-
ting.
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My. Draper: That is not ecorreet, it
would be well if yvou wonld c¢ontine vouwr-
selt to facts,

My, SCADDAN: | know what is in the
hon. member’s mind.  As 1 stated when
the select cominitiee were appointed, it
would be more in keeping with the posi-
tion of the Government if they defeated
the Bill by puiting it to a division rather
than by treafing it in the manner they are
now doing. If they do pot desive the Bill
to pass, why not say so definitely and
rive {heir reasons; let this House and the
people know what (heir reasons agains
the Bill are. [ hope members will not
agree (o the extension of time asked fur.

Question puf, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. oo 24
Noes .. .. )
Majority for .. 3
AYES.
Mr. Brown { Mr. Layman
Mr. Butcher Mr. Male
Mr. CarFon ! Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher . Mr. Menger
Mr. Daglish Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Davles Alr. Murphy
Mr. Draper 1 Mr. Naoron
Mr. Foulkes ' Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilvon
Mr., Harper 1 Mr. Gordon
Mr, Jacoby (Teiler).
Mr. Heenan
NoOEB.
Mr. Bath [ aMr. Price
Mr. Dolton Mr. Scaddag
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley ' "Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman I Mr. Underwood
Mr. Horan Mr, Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Ware
Mr, Johnson . Mr. A, AL Wilson
Mr. McDowall | Mr. Heltmann
Mr. O’Loghlen (Teller).

Question thus passed,

QUESTION—MINERS’ PHTHISIS,
C'OMMISSIONER’'S REPORT.

Mr. ITEITMAXN (without wuotice)
asked (he Premier: Has he received the
report from Dr. Cumpston, the Royal
Comnuissioner on Miners' Phthisis, or has
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he any idea when the report will be re-
ceived ¢

The PREMIER replied: [ understand
the report hus been sent to the Governor,
but it has not yet reached me.

PRIVILEGE—MR. BROWN AND
AN OFFICE OF PROFIT.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): [ would
like to ask, Mr. Speaker, tor your ruling
on the question of privilege, whieh I
raised at a previous sitting of the House.
as to whether an individaal can sit in this
Chamber withon! being a member of it¥
As a resntt of the question asked by the
memher for Perth on Tuesday, police
were xtationed at the doors of the office
of the tramways employees, serretary on
the very next day and they seized the
property there, and waited until such
time as the treasurer of that organisation
was able fo send away to gel the money.

Mr. Bolton: Tt was the Crown Law
Department,

Mr. HOLMAXN: Yes, it was the action
of the Crown Law Departmeni on that
occaston,  You  will  vemember, M.
Speaker, that you promised to econsult
the Crown Law anthorities with regard
to the questiom that T raised, and I
would like now to know whether a person
can sit in this Chamber when he has va-
cated his seat by having accepted an
oltice of profit under the Crown?

Mr, SPEAKER: T have a eopununiea-
tion to make to the House. and I shall
make it at a later stage.

Mr. Brown: T will take the risk.

[Later.]

Mr. SPEAKER: As I promised to the
House I have obtained a communication
from the Crown Jaw TDepartment, it is
as follows:—

Crown Law Department, Perth, 3th

October. 1910. The Hon. T. ¥. Quin-

lan, the Speaker, legislative Assem-

bly, Sir.—1. We have the henour to
advise that it is provided by ‘‘The
Workers' Compensation  Aef, 1902,

that if any quesiion arvise as (o the
linbility to pay compenzation it shall
he heard and delermined hy the mag-
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istrate of a local court, sitting with
two assessors appointed in manner pre-
seribed " by regulation, and that the
decision of the majority shall be the
deciston of the court. 2. The regula-
tion preseribes that the applicant and
respondent shall each appoint one per-
son as an assessor. On the assessors
being appointed the court is duly econ-
stituted. 3. The assessors, as suoeh,
do not hold office from or under the
Crown; nor do they, in our opinion,
hold office under the parties to the
suit or either of them. They are not
the servants of the Crown. or of either
party to the suit. 4, If the assessors
do not hold offices of profit from or
under the parties to the suit it fol-
lows that the assessor appointed on
behalf of the Crown in a suit to which
the (rown is a party does not hold
office from or under the Crown as 2
party ta the suit. He is not appointed
to render any serviece to the Crown,
but te act judicially and impartially
between tlhie parties, as one of the
three members of the court.—(Sgd.)
W. F. Sayer, Solicitor General,
{Sgd.) A. E. Barker, Crown Solicitor.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murehison): On a
question of privilege. After the won-
derful revelations we have had here to-
night. I maintain that the rotten dis-
play of the Crown Law Department
should not be tolerated in this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no ques-
tion hefore the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am speaking ou a
quesiion of privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no guestion
of privilege.

Mr. HOLMAXN: I coniend that there
is, and that I ean submit & motion at
the finish.

Mr. SPEAKER: You can speak in
explanation.

Mr. HOLMAN: I have no desire to

explain. 1 want to say exactly what I
think.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member may

speak in explanation.

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Speaker does
not wan{ me {o speak now, I will make
a chance Iater on, when I will explain
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the rottenness of the Crown Law De.
partment as exhibited now and on many
other ocecasions.

MOTION—WANT OF CONFIDENCE
IN THE GOVERNMENT.
Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanboe): 1 beg to
Tnove—

That the Government do not possess
the confidence of this House.

I want, at the ontset of my remarks, to
disabuse the minds of the members of
this Chamber, together with the minds
of the general publie, that this metion
has been brought forwazrd for the de-
liberate purpose of delaying the business
of this House. We are of opinion
that the time has arrived when the pub-
lic should know what has been trans-
piving in the various departments of the
State, and also what has led up to the
formation of the preseni Wilson Gov-
ernment. I would like at this stage
to refer to an article whick appeared
in the Daily Mews on Monday evening
last, and to say that had I not known the
gentleman who was responsible for that
article, T would certainly have not given
it mueh consideration, but knowing the
gentlemau, as I do, responsible for hav-
ing written the article——

Mr. Heitmann: Gentleman?

Mr. SCADDAN: Individua! T will
call him. I +was saying that if I had
not known him so well for a number of
yvears I would not have recognised that
he is not responsible in a large measure
for what he pens. He is one of those
individuals who takes advantage of sit-
ting behind an editor’s chair to say
things he would not say publicly and in
the open. When he was a member of
this House 1 suppose there was no more
erawling and cringing individual in the
Chamber than this same gentleman, and
we know that he wounld not openly make
the assertions that he does behind the
shadow of an editor’s chair. His refer-
ences do not affect wme as an individual,
but they afieet the honour of every mem-
ber of this side of the House. He would
lead the public to believe that the ob-
ject in tahling a motion of want of con-
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fidenee at this stage was in order to
take advantage of Sir Newton Moore's
illness, and possibly his inability to re-
cord his vote, This is most ungenerous
ot the part of the writer, but I am sat-
isfied that the thinking public on read-
ing that article will not give it a mo-
ment 's eonsideration. There is no desire
on our part to trap the (fovernment in
any way; we want an open and fair
figlit, and we hope that the vote which
will be taken at the eml of the debate
will be a true expression of the vpinion
of the House, and will not be obtained
by anything in the nature of a trap. As
a matter of fact, it was only on this
day that we were conferring with Sir
Newton Moore in order to arrange for
him te¢ pair so tha¢ he might be enabled
to proceed to New South Wales and
New Zealand in order to recover his
health. That is my reply to the eharge
which has been levelled at us by mem-
bers in this House, and others outside.
Let me say this, that there have been
occasions when hon. members on this
side of the House, who have not been
able to attend to their duties owing to
illness, have attempted to obtain a pair
frum hon. members opposite, and that
pair has been refused them. This has
happened not once, but several times,
and when it comes to a matter of gener-
osity, arising out of a person’s illness, it
will be seen where that generosity lies,
and that prowmpts me to make the re-
mark that those who cast stones shoold
not live in glass houses. We have never
refrained from considering the position
of the Government, and party advantage

has not been thought of when they
have been in a difficulty owing to the
illness of one of their members. Bui

I remember the time when the member
for Murchison and the member for Boul-
der were unable Lo attend this (‘hamber
owing to illness, and we were unable
to seeure paivs for them. Tt is just as
well that members should know the true
pusition,

Mr, Holman: We are under ne obli-
gatiorn to that side of the House.

Mr. S8CADDAN: We do not desire
to be citiier. We have arrived at a peen-
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Mar position as far as polities in this
State are congerned. As I look across
the Chamber I lind sitting on'the Trea-
sury heneh persons who have, in lhe
past history of the Stale. fought most
bitterly both in the Chamber and in the
country. [ remember an oceasion when
the member for Menzies, the Minister
for Mines, stumped the eountry in oppo-
sition to the person he is now prepared
to accept as leader, and who will formu-
late his policy of the future. Tt is
as well to remember that the present
Premier on pne cceasion supported the
party then in power, the Leake Govern-
ment, when a vote of no-confidence was
declared by the late member for Katan-
ning, Mr. Piesse. A few weeks after-
wards, when that gentleman was unable
to form a Cabinet, we find the present
Premier accepting a portfolio in the
Cabinet formed by Mr. Morgans. Al-
though he had opposed the no-confidence
motiou against the then Leake Govern-
ment, he took the first opportunity that
presented itself to obtain a seat in the
Cabinet of those he was opposed to poli-
tically.

Myr. Boltan:
treat him?

Mr. SCADDAXN: [ am coming to that.
At the same time the member for Men-
zies was Minister for Mines in the Leake
Government, and notwithstanding the
faet that the member for Sussex, who
was then member for Perth, had sup-
ported ihat Government on the no-con-
fidence vote, the member for® Menzies
took up the attitnde of stumping the
country in opposition to those Ministers
who were then seeking re-election, with
the result that he was résponsible for
the defeat of the present Premier of
this State, when he songht re-election
after having aceepted the portfolio in
the Morgans Ministry. Not only was
he defeated, but the late Mr. Moorhead
was also defeated by my friend on my
left, the member for Murchison, and I
believe another Minisier of that Cabinet,
Mr, Moss, was also defeated in the West
Provinee. Let me say right here, that
it was gencrally known in the country,
and that opinion is held to-day, that

And how did the clectors
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of all the Goveruments the Morgans’
Government was the most conservative,
and thai was why three of hiz Minis-
ters were defeated. The Premier and
the Minister for Works, that other ultra
democrat, who recently formed a demo-
cratic leagne at Subiaco—-

The Minister for Works:
going strong, too.

Me. SCADDAN: No doubt it is going
strong. These two gentlemen waxed
wrath at the statement I made at Men-
zies that the Premier was considered in
this State to be an ultra conservative
and a Tory; and let me say that if any
proof of that statement is required, if
justification is wanted for it, the Pre-
mier ean be referred to the Minister for
Works, whom he should take to task be-
canse that gentleman made a similar
statement ia 1805, On the formation of
the Rason (iovernment, Mr. Daglish,
then leader of the Opposition, made a
statement to the West Australian, and in
that statemen} I find the following:—-

On that point I ean say nothing fur-
ther than this, that I am somewhat
surprised to find that what might be
called the conservative element plays
so important a part in the personnel
of the new Cabinet. The liberal sec-
tion of the Opposition has apparently
been entirvely ignored.

That was the statemeni by the present
Minister for Works, who was 1hen lea-
der of the Opposition. On looking up
the personnel of the Rason Cabinet T
find that it consisted of Mr. Rason, Mr.
Wilson, Dr. Hicks, Mr. Gregory, and Mr,
Moore. I would like to ask the Minister
for Works whether he will state who
were the three or four out of those five
gentlemen he considered were the con-
servative element, and whether he will
be honesl enough to state that the per-
son e considered the most conservative
was the present Premier, My, Wilson?
Let me say that the country believes that
it was the present Premier.

The Premier: Tt must have been Mr.
Gregory.

Mr. SCADDAN: And that gentlenran
will find when he again approaches the
Menzies electors that they wil re.echo

And it is
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my sentiments and give him short shrift.
I also want to refer to statements made
by sowme of the members of the present
Cabinet and also some of their suppor-
ters when our present Premier attempted
to form a Government when Mr. Rason
retired to take up the position of Agent
General. This is interesting reading,

- beeause it will give an opportunity to

some of those members to explain how
they are prepared to-day to sit behind the
present Premier, when they, in 1906, lield
such strong views im connection with
that gentleman. Mr. Brown, the ulira
demoerat from Perth, whom we hear so
much about, sfated—

At the present time no Ministry can
be formed without the inclasion of
Messrs. Moore and Gregory, and I do
not think these two gentlemen will
join Mr. Wilson. It appears to me
that the sending for Mr. Wilson is
the result of log-volling.

I am satisfied that Mr., Gregory will take
a portfolio from anyone who will offer
him one, But this is the best of Mr.
Brown's eomment, “It appears to me that
the sending for Mr. Wilson is the result
of log-rolling” The present Premier ean
ask the member for Perth to explain what
he means by log-rolling when the Gov-
ernor sent for him to formr a Cabinet.

The Premier: Perhaps you will explain
it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Probabiy I conld, but
the member for Perth can explain it for
himself. T also find a statement was made
on that occasion by the president of the
National Leagne at Fremantle, Mr. Gaw-
ler, who said—

The whole State is absolutely crying
ont for stability of Government, yet we
find ourselves in this deplorable condi-
dition to-day. As regards Mr. Wilson,
concluded Mr. Gawler, there is no dis-
puting the faet that his appointment
is not popular in Fremaotle.

That was sufficient to damn anything.
The member for Geraldton had something
to say on that occasion, and as be poses
as a democrat he will probably be able
to explain why he is conient to sit behind
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a Goverment jed by (he member for Sus-
sex. The member for Geraldton said—

Muech of eourse will depend upon Mr.
Rason’s successor. If Mr. Wilson has
really heen sent for, as has been rum-
oured, then I am afraid we are in for
a bad time. The party which sat be-
hind Mr. Rason, while it was tolevably
united, contained very mixed elements,
ineluding reactionary as well as pro-
gressive politicians.

I am going to ask the hon. member fo
point out some of those reactionaries.
The statement continues—

The Cabinet refleeted, and to some ex-

tent reconciled, these contradietory ele-

ments, bat if the man who was, whether
rightfully or wrougtnlly, regarded as
the mosi conservative member of Mr.

Rason’s Government. is to take the

reins, then it is not wnlikely he will

have a refractory party to deal with,
and anything may happen.
That is not the leader of the Opposition
making these statements; it is the member
for Geraldton, who concluded—

My own fear is Lhat the stable Gov-
ermment we hoped to enjoy as the result
of the last elections, will not be realised.

Mr. Foulkes, the member for Claremont,
also had something to say. T am afraid
many of these gentlemen weve disappoint-
ed at not receiving Ministerial honours.

Myr. Foulkes: Please read the whole of
what I had to say.

Mr. SCADDAN: It will not be neces-
sary to read the whole. The member for
Claremont said-—

It is risky and diffteult changing
leaders, consfituted as the Legislative
Assembly is at preseni. Mr., Wilson
cannot lead a party, and 1 certainly
would not support him as Premier.

Mr. Foulkes: Well, he was not able
to lead the party.

Mr. SCADDAN: But was the member
for Claremont prepared to follow him?
Certainly he said wot, althongh to-day he
i prepared to follow him. Then that
most inflnential journal, the West Awus-
traltun, had something te say, pouring
ridienle on the idea of the member for
‘Bussex forming an Administration. That
paper put it in a fashion that makes
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amusing reading when we notice the then
Government party from whom the paper
saggesied it was proposed to form a
Ministry. These were the views of that
journal—

In the event of the members of the
late Administration deeclining to throw
in their lot with Mr. Wilson it is clear
that the prospective Premier will be
compelled to form an almost entirely
new Cabinet. Mr. Piesse, the member
for Katanning, is said to be likely iv
join him, and Me, Gull, the member
for Swan, is also regarded as certain
to be included in any Ministry which
Mr. Wilson might form. The claims
of Mr. Gordon, the late Government
Whip, to consideration at the preseat
Juncture are said to be unlikely to he
overlooked, and the names of others
mentioned as probable to be singled
ont for politieal distinetion are Mr.
Brebber and Mr, Monger.

Now, we can imagine how the TFest Aus-
tralign must hiave viewed the member for
Sussex on that oceasion, when they wonld
make him Premier with a team of that
deseription, If that is not pouring ridi-
cule on the hon. member I would like to
know what would be. Yet what do we
find to-day in the West Adusiralianf—-
“slobber” is no name for it; they are just
aboul as shifty as some of the members
on the Treasury bench. But there is
still anciher—we find even one of the
present Premier’s ecolleagues making a
statement on thal oceasion, for the Minis-
ter for Lands had something fo say, ns
follows: —

While I bave no desire to see ihe
formnation of a third party in the
House, T regret extremely that Mr, Wil-
son’s attitude is likely to bring about
such a contingeney. I eannot support
a teader in whom I have not the utmost
confidence.

He does not say be could not sit in the
same Cabinet with him. The Minister’s
remarks continued— )

It is no very difficult matter to put
furward a policy, but 1 attach greater
importance to the administration of the
variows departments.
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He has forgotten all that, as I will peint
out later, He concluded with this—
A policy may be borrowed or com-
wandeered, whereas a vigorous ad-
ministration ean only emanate from a
- strong Government, encouraged by the

unswerving sympathy of its supporters.
Now, if anything stronger than that is
required I do not know where you are
going to obtain it.  Fhe Minister for
Lsuds was good enough to tell the coun-
try, through the West .Australian, that
the present Premier was not the mao to
lead a Government which would do justice
by the country.

The Premier: That was five years ago;
he knows me better now.

Mr. SCADDAN: I cannot help ealling
to memory a little incident whieh oceurred
at midnight on one octeasion when our
friend was attempting to form a Govern-
ment. The ex-IPremier (Sir Newton
Movre), with Dr. Hicks, travelled along
the Midland line in order to confer with
the present Minister for Mines in respect
to the formation of a Government to de-
feat the present Premier when he at-
tempted to form a Cabinet; nor ean I
forget how the present Premier met the
train on the Perth platform, and how
disappointed he must have felt when the
member for Canning stepped out of the
train without having the Minister for
Mines in his company. I can imagine the
feeling thai crept over the present Pre-
mier on that oceasion. Yet notwithstand-
ing such hostile opposition generally hy
those gentlemen, we find some of them to-
day sitting in the Cabinet with the Pre-
mier. The point uppermost in my
mind is that somebody wust bave
surrendered his principles; and I want
to ask Ministers in turn, starting from the
Minister for YWorks, whether they have
surrendered their prineiples, or whether
it is the Premier who has surrendered his.
Somebody munst have done so, otherwise
they could not all sit together on one
Bench, The present Attorney General in
years past was looked upon as a eonserva-
tive representative. He attacked the
Liberal Government led by Mr. Leake,
and on every possible oceasion he has
attempted to prevent a Liberal Govern-

S17

ment remaining in oflice, unless he were
a member of it. I think it is unnecessary
to refer further at this stage to the indi-
viduals who make up the present Govern-
ment. But I think it would be desiiable
tor the Minister for Works, who has ac-
cepled a position in the present ("abinet,
to explain to the House and the country
whether lLe is saifisfied that the Premier
has altered his politiecal opinions and
principles, or whether he (the Minister
for Works) is prepared to follow the
Premier simply because it means a posi-
tion in the (abinet. There was no
stronger opponent to Mr. Daglish. when
leader of a Government, than the present
Premier; there was no une who attempted
to vidieule hiz poliey maove than the pre-
sent Premier, and if proof is necessavy
Hansurd ean supply it; yet to-day the
Minisler for Works sits in the same Cabi-
net with one who was his strougest op-
ponent when he (the Minister fur Works)
was leader of a Governmenl. Who has
surrendered his prineiples, the TPremier
or the Minister for Works? IProbahbly T
could answer the cuestion myself, but
those hon. members can do so for them-
selves when fhey address the House.
Dealing with the Premier, may [ be per-
mitted {o aitempt to justify the statemeat
I made publicly, namely, that he is the
most conservative member of the Cham-
ber, and is vecognised as such by Lhe
general community. The bhon. member
has never lost av opportunity in the
Chamber of opposing the construetion of
publie works departmentally. He has
opposed consistently the introduction of
day labour. He opposed a Bill to pro-
teet the workers against dizhonest and an-
serupulous confractors, because he has
always been recognised as the contractors’
friend; and by taking that attitude
against thai Bill he set Limself up, nat
merely as a friend of the contractors, bnt
as a friend of the dishonest and unserupn-
logs contractors as well,

The Premier: That is unfair.

My, SPEAKER The hon. member
must withdraw.

Mr. RCADDAN: 1 say he opposed a
Bill to proteet 1he worker from dishonest
and unserupulous contractors.
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is a veflection,

The Premier; The hon. member said I
was a friend and supporter of unserupul-
ous and dishonest eonfractors: 1 ask him
to withdraw.

Mr. SPEARER:
must withdraw.,

Mr. SCADDAXN: In order that | may
be able (o proeeed I will withdeaw, merely
repeating again that the hon, genileman
opposed most strenwously thal Bill intro-
duced to proteet the worker against the
dishonest contractor, and leaving the
member himself to explain why he did
so, and the publie to draw their own con-
clusions. The hon. member also most bit-
terly opposed the land tax proposed by
his present ecolleagune, the Minister for
Works.

The Premier: Why do not yon quote it
from Hansard?

Mr. SCADDAN: Does the Premier
deny it? If so, I will quote it from Han-
sard. The Premier bitterly opposed the
land tax proposed by the present Minister
for Works.

The Minister for Lands: Did you sup-
port it?

Mr., SCADDAN: The Minister for
Lands does not reguire to ask too many
questions about my attitude on the land
tax. He himself has held several views,
and I do not know to-day how he feels
on it. The hon, member adopted the same
attitude as did the Premier. He opposed
it until after the elections and then boldiy
advocated it,

Mr. Bath: He said he was compelled
to support it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; he declared he
was compelled to support the tax.

The Minister for Lands: By the condi-
tion of the Treasury.

Mr. SCADDAN: As I have said, the
Minister for Lands does mot require to
ask too many questions about the land
tax. The Premier, this ultra-demoerat,
advocated in the Chamber that boys and
ofd men should be permitted to offer their
services to employers without any hind-
rances, irrespective of the fact that we
have an Arbitration Court to regulate
the conditions and remunerations of lab-

‘I'ne hon. member
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our. Will the Premier ask me to produce
ffansard on this point?

The Premier: Yes; produce all the
Hansards.

Mr. SCADDAN: Also he appeared be-
fore the Arbitration Court as advocate
for a firm who had put in a citation ask-
ing the court to grant 6s. a day as a living
wage. He denied it the other night at
Subiaen. He bas the opportunity of
denying it now and compelling me to
withdraw. He went into court and ad-
vocated that citation on behalf of those
employers, asking the eourt to fix 6s. a
day as the minimum rate of wage for em-
ployees in that industry; and T want to
know whether the hon. memher can now
assert, as he does on the publie platform,
that he is generally desirous of seeing
the workers getting the full benefits of
their labour? If a man cannct earn more
than 6s. a day in this State I do not know
what sort of a specimen he can be.

The Premier: What citation was that?

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier is some-
whai doubtful. If my statement is not
correct can he not deny it?

The Premier: What citation are you
quoting?

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier is pre-
tending he does not kmow. He told the
public at Suobiaco the other night when
addressing a meeting, together with his
colleague, the Minister for Works, that
the statement that he had advocated Gs.
a day in the Arbitration Court was a
deliberate lie.

The Premier: T did not; there was no
reference made to the Arbitration Court
at all.

Mr. SCADDAN: It is hardly worth
while turning up what was said; the
faet remains that the Premier now admits
it.

The Premier: Admits nothing,

AMr, SCADDAN: He admits it, with
the result that the Premier is now shown
in his true light as the “friend” of the
worker, a sort of friend to whom the
workers, when they get an opportunity
of recording a vote for him and his Min-
istry, will give short shrift, and his Cabi-
net likewise. The Premier is also one of
those demoerats who vigorously attempted
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in this House tu interfere with the free-
education system in our primary schools;
and it was only by the attitnde adopted
by the Opposition in rousing public opin-
jon throughout the country against the
proposal that the Government were com-
pelled to withdraw that regulation. Yet
this is' the gentleman who is going to in-
troduee a Bill for the establishment of
a university, which some people in the
State—one of them being part proprietov
of the 1West . lustralian, Dr. Hackett—
have set their heart upon, and which they
recommend shouid be one at which there
should be no fees charged. The Premier,
who attempted to introduce fees into the
primary schools, will introduee this Bill!
T suppose the Minister for Works, whe
also has his heart on the subject, is pre-
pared to believe that the Premier will
introduce the Bill providing for a univer-
sity withont fees; but T do not think the
public are prepared to believe it. There
are members on this side of the House
who undoubtedly wish to see onr eduea-
tion system extended. uot in the fashion
that the Premier would extend it by
charging fees in our primary schools and
s0 on right through to the university, but
by giving to the poorest boy in the com-
munity, so long as he shows some possi-
bilities, the opportunity of going into ihe
secondary schools and from there to the
university, in order that we may get the
best out of our boys irrespective of their
ability to pay fees. However, I do not
anticipate we arve going to get very much
from the Premier, from one who adopted
the attitude he did in charging fees in our
primary schools. One paper has summed
up the Premier’s atiitude very well, and 1
may repeat it here. It will be under-
stood I am merely speaking in a eritical
sense. This paper cays, “He is a queer
wmixture of inherent toryism modified by
secommodating  opportunism.” There
was never a trner statement of any per-
son than that appearing in an influential
Jjournal cirenlating in this State.

The Premier: Was that the Warkers

Mr. SCADDAN: Sitting in the same
Cabinet, and supporting the policy of
the present Premier, we have the member
for Greenongh (Hon. J. L. Nanson), that
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ereat advocate of the erection of State
Hour mills and the export of flour instead
uf wheat. We have not heard very much
about it sinee the hoo, member has joined
the Cabinet. We used to hear something
about it when he was sitting on the eross-
benches; but sinee he has been taken into
the Cabinet we have heard nothing about
the advisability of exporting flour instead
of wheat.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tt would be interest-
ing to hear from the Ainister for Lands
what quantity of flour we ave exporting
in lten of wheat; and I wounld ask the
Attorney General to explain whether he
has put that prineiple in s pocket—the
principle of the ereection of State flour
mills—and whether he is now prepared {o
assist the Minister for Lands in exporting
wheat, thus leaving the dairying industry
to go to the wall by our not having the
by-products, We will never be able to
build up the dairying industry in the
State so long as we export the wheal in-
stead of the flonr. We want the by-pro-
duets to help to bunild up the dairying in-
dustry, and it is a pity the Attorney Gen-
eral cannot bring snfficient pressure to
bear on Cabinet to have his pet hobbhy—
the principle of the erection of State flour
mills and the exportation of flour—con-
summated. Of course the Premier
strongly opposed it. I remember well the
fizht that took place across the Chamber
between the present TPremier and the
member for Greenough when the latter
brought up the subject. The Premier op-
posed it very strongly, and pointed ont—
I suppose he had no personal objeét in it
-~that he was par! owner in a flonr mili-
ing firm and that they were doing their
best to gef an export market for their
flour which, he said, was second to none
in the world. T would like to hear from
the Premier how much flonr has been ex-
poried by that firm sinee lie made that
statement in the House. I merely men-
tion these matters in order to show that
the hon. gentlemen now silting on the
Treasury bench apparently have no con-
cern abont the political opinions held by
each Minister, but that all they desire is
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that they shall remain in possession of
the Treasury bench for a further term.
When the people of the State are asked
to express an opinion, and when they are
given a fair opportunity of expressing
it, and are not muzzled by gerrymander-
ing of electoral boundaries as proposed
by the present Government, I am saiisfied
they will not tolerate such a mixture
of political opinions as now exists on the
Treasury bench.

Mr. ’Loghlen: A job lot!

Mr. SCADDAN: They are a job lot.
Now, dealing with the administration of
some of the departments, I want to be
as brief as possible in order that it may
not be too much trouble for the Minister
for Lands to turn up fles in his depart-
ment, I know how busy he must be from
the mesd into which he has got his de-
partment. Almost every day and in
every newspaper we find reference to the
maladwinistration of the Lands Depar:-
ment. We find letters from men who
have lived in the Stfate 20, 30, and 40
years complaining about the methods
adopted by the department. We find
letters from men reeently arrived in the
State. brought out here by advertisements
in the English newspapers telling them
ahout the epportunities presented to any-
one who desires to get on the land in
this Scate. When they arrive they find
that the land is not available unless they
kick their heels about Perth and follow
up the Minister at bis offiee very {fre-
quently and, aecording to rumonr, go
even turther than that. There is sach
seandal at the present time in eonnection
with the administration of the Lands De-
partment that I contend, for the honour
of the State, it is essential that a
thorough inquiry should he held ioto the
adwinisiration of that department.

The Minister for Lands: Let us know
what is wrong.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
adopts exaectly the same attitude as other
Ministers for Lands have adopted in
other States of Australia when aceused
of maladminisfration of their depart-
ments. We know what ocenrred in New
South Wales, and we know what oceurred

{ ASSEMBLY.]

in Victoria in this regard; and if a simi-
lar state of affairs ean be avoided—and
a full inquiry is the only way by which
we can avoid it—we should avoid any
seandals being perpetrated in this fair
young State of ours. That there are some
seandals is shown in the Press, scandals
such as have ocenrred in other States. We
find land-jobbing absolutely rampant, and
some accusations go so far as to say that
officers of the Lands Department have
assisted in this land-jobbing.

The Attorney General: And members
of Parliament,

Mr, Heitmann: And Ministers.

Mr, SCADDAN: Do not make any
mistake. Let me tell the hon, gentleman
we do not want to cover up anything. If
anything has transpired that is not above
board, irrespective of who the members
of Parliament may be, let an inquiry be
held and the persons responsible suffer.
Make no mistake; we want to hide no-
thing, There are rumours about in con-
nection with the manner in which Mr
Hedges, member of the House of Repre-
sentatives, wot his land south of Cunder-
din; and if I am not mistaken, the Mini-
ster for Mines has land there.

The Minister for Mines: Yes; 1 have
some land there.

Mr, SCADDAN: I thought so. It was
rumounred the Minister bad land there, be-
cause he recently took a motor car off the
train at Cunderdin and went down there.
I am not sure whether it was the Minis-
terial motor car, It is eonvenient to bave
a Ministerial motor ear in which to fravel
about to inspect your land and see that
everything is all right. Buf there are
rumours in connection with the manner
in which Mr, Hedges obtained his land.
I helieve he has a fair quantity of it.
Some of it. I nnderstand, is dummied.
Tt would be advisable for the Minister to
make inguiry inlo this and give the House
full particulars. It is asserted that Mr.
Hedges just got in in time 1o prevent this
area being declared a reserve.

The Minister for Lands: When did he
et it?

Mr, SCADDAXN: The Minisier ecan
find oul in his department if he wants o
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know. I give him the opportunity until
Tuesdey next to find out and give parti-
culars to the House. There are several
seandals in eonnection with the fransac
tions at Dalwallinu. I believe the At-
torney General knows something about
one of the gentlemen who has brought
the matter before the public. The Press
are very slow to move, if the statements
made by that gentleman are corvect, I
believe the West Austiralian, who bave
told the public times out of nunher that
their desire is to see that whatever Lrans-
actions occur in the State shall be fair
and above board, and tbat justice is done
to every individual, when that gentleman
went along and attempted to use their
columns to expose some of these trans-
actions in the Lands Department, for a
considerable time would not acecept his
letters. T helieve the Daily News, that
wonderfully ontspoken journat I referred
to earlier, point-blank refused to publish
his letters at all. T believe they went to
the department and obtained files, which
hon, members cannot obtain very fre-
quently, and they told Mr, Moor, the gen-
tleman I refer to, that the matter was
more serions even than he had stated, and
that there was not only perjury in
connection with the matters but some-

thing even worse, that the state-
ments made by Mr. Moor were 50
serious that they would do injury

not only to the Government., but te (he
State as a whole if all of these trans-
actions were published. These state-
ments warrant some inguiry, and
this motion will give the Minister for
Lands the opportunity to explain his posi-
tion and the position of his department
in these matters. On the Address-in-
Reply I said that from almost every Jand
agent in the State one could obtain con-
ditional purchase land, and also free
homestend farms granted by the rdepart-
ment if one had snfficieni money to pay
for them. There are publicans in Lhis
State who have obtained fand over menu-
ine applieants desirous of settling on the
land and taking it up under residential
clanses, These publicans have ohtained
the land. and immediately afterwards
placed it in the hands of a well-known
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legislator who is a land agent—I refer to
Mr, Sommers. It is as well that these
things should be known; I do not want to
minee matters; I have with me a plan out
of Mr, Sommers’ office, of certain lots
that were issned during March of this year
to certain publicans in the State. These
publicans did nothing whatever on their
land, but the blocks can be obtained from
Mr. Sommers, a member of Parliament,
in one case three lots iotalling about
2,000 acres in round figures for £250,
and in another case 900 odd acres for
£100. Yet we are told there is plenty of
land in the State for everyone who
wants it. Theve is! We are told there
is no land-jobbing, but the land agents
are full of it, We have had genuine ap-
plications for land from people who have
had money and have been desicons of
spending it on the land. We have had
them asking every day, yet they caonot
obtain it. We have had them appearing
before land hoards times out of number
—at the very lands board at which these
publicans got the land they had no de-
sire to do anything with, What does Lhe
Minister say? He says, “What can I do?
I cannot get sufficient surveyors.” Yet,
next day you will find him saying, “We
have 600,000 acres available for settle-
ment.” And that goes on every day. li
was the first utterance made by the Mini-
ster, and I believe there are still 500,000
acres available to-day, though we find
hundreds of people desirous of obtaiu-
ing land who eannot get if.

The Minister for Lands: Can you give
me their names?

Mr. SCADDAN: I have sent them to
the Minister, and he bas told them, “I
can do nothing for you; you will have to
put in continual applications before the
land board, and eventually they will gef
tired of your applying and will give you
a block.”

The Minister for Lands: I showed
them where they could get land.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister is al-
wavs ready to show them, but when they
go “for the land they find it is not avail-
able. .

Mr. Johnson: He has a standing strip
of poison country to send them to.
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Mr. SCADDAN: Yes, as ihe member
for Guildford says, he has a standing
strip of poison country which he sends
them aleng to. These persons applied on
four occasions to the Land Board, but
have been unable to obtain land. Of
course they ean obtain land of a kind,
but there are other matters to think of
apart from obtaining so mueh aetual
land, for a would-be settler requires
either railway facilities or the possibility
of railway faeilities being provided be-
fore long, also he needs to be within an
assured rainfall. When, however, appli-
cation is made for land within a reason-
able distance of a railway, either exist-
ing or propesed, or within a reasonable
rainfall area, the Minister says, “I ean
do nothing for yon, you must take your
chance hefore the Land Board.’’ Yet
we induce people by advertising in Eng-
lish papers to come out here. It is no-
thing short of misrepreseutation, gross
and wilful misrepresentation, and it is
doing this country a great deal of harm
to permit the advertisements to appear.
Here is one of the advertisemenis—

Special areas for new settlers!
Six hundred thousand acres for special
class of selectors. Six hundred thou-
sand acres are gazetted as being avail-
able for a special class of selectors to
the exclusion of all other persons.

That was put there with the deliberate
intention of making Englishmen desire
to come out here and to believe that this
land was made available for their speeial
use, and that persons other (han immi-
grants would be exeluded. The advertise-
ment continues—

L.ocations eomprised in this area of
600,000 acres are set apart as special
seltlement lands, available for selec-
tion by persons who are not already
the owners of more than 100 aeves of
rural land in the State. The fact that
this system of speecial areas will en-
able settlers to take up contiguous
blocks is of special importance in view
of the oft-expressed desire of intend-
ing emigranis to form themselves into
small groups for the purpose of mutual
2id and eo-operation.

When the immigrants arrive, however,
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the Minister tells them that there never
was any intention on the part of the
Government to give them heldings within
a reasonable distance of one another.
He tells us in Perth that sueh a thing
was no part of the Government poliey.

The Minister for Lands: I said they
could not have preference over our own
people.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister said
just the opposite. He said the Govern-
ment never intended anything of the
kind and yet they allow these advertise-
ments to continne. There is a foot-note
to the advertisement as follows:—

Important to remember! In regard
to ordinary areas, the terms of settle-
ment provide for a free homestead of

160 acres, with the right to take up

to 2,000 acres at 10s. per acre, payable

in forty half-yearly instalmenis.

When these people come here they find
there is very little land available at 10s.
per acre, within a reasonable distance
of a railway or a proposed railway. The
advertisement brought certain gentlemen
out here, and among them was he who
gave the Minister for Lands some annoy-
ance recently. He it was who had to
telegraph to Vietoria asking them to pro-
vide him with land there, as he and
others had been brought out here under
misrepresentations. The matter went be-
forg the Minister, who promised to fix
up the new arrival and those with him.

The Minister for Lands: I rvefused to
fix them up with what they desired.

Mr. SCADDAN: The papers stated
that the Minister promised to fix them
up, but when they went along he said
he would hive nothing to do with them,
and coold do nothing for them. As a
matter of faet, he would not keep the
prownise he made them, and they had
again to wire to Vietoria asking the Pre-
mier of that State to provide them with
land@. We hear much boasting from the
Government in the country about the
number of immigrants they are bringing
ont. They parade the faet that during
certain months a eertain number of im-
migrants arrived, and they would lead
the people to believe that all of those
immigrants were farm labourers, or
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people desirous of going on the land;
yet we find the majority of those coming
here are domestic servants. They are
not likely to do much on the land, and
yet the Governmeni boast of their pro-
gressive land poliey as an inducement
to immigrants to come here. They are
inducing domesiic servants to come here.
Only recently I saw in a journal in
England a statement made by the Go-
vernment agent, Mr. Ranford I believe,
to encoursge domestic servants, pointing
out that there were thousands of young
men here waiting for wives, and that
the immigrants would be met on the
wharf at Fremaantle and be embraced at
once by these Australian youths. A gen-
tleman living at Claremont told me re-
cently that he heard two of these domes-
tie servants speaking together one day.
One said: “By Jove, I would like to get
hold of Sir Newton Moore now, and get
him to dig up some of those Australians
who are looking for wives; I cannot find
them.'’ Every day we are faced with
this position of absolute misrepresenta-
tion, whiek induces genuine people in
the old country to sell out and come here
and find that they cannot get land. The
vesult is that they kiek their heels in
Perth, spend what money they have, and
then some have to go te the Eastern
States. We boast of the land available,
but at the same time the Minister says
he ean do nothing, that he has done all
he ean. That there is something radi-
cally wrong with the administration of
the department is proved by numberless
instances. The Minister was all right
while he eould go round boasting of the
land and the general settlement scheme
of the Government, but when it comes
to providing people with land he is ab-
solutely at a loss. He is at a loss to-day
and I doubt whether he knows one-half
of what is going on in the department.
There is the ease at Dalwallinu referred
to by Mr. Moor in the Press, and in which
the Land Board. consisting of officers
of the Lands Department, placated a
Chinese official who was here on his holi-
days, in preference to a man who had
been here for many years, who had snf-
fered a great deal through coming here,
and who. beeanse he was down on his
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luck, was passed over in favour of this
influential Chinese official, a man of cap-
ital, who was placated. A man down on
his luck can exzpeect nothing from the
Minister. The board granted this Chi-
nese official the block applied for, against
a man who had been in the State for
many years. Only a few months after-
wards, I believe a few weeks afiterwards,
this Chinese official disposed of his land
for £325. ‘

The Premier: He is not 3 Chinaman.

Mr. SCADDAN: T believe he is a
Dane, but he has a Chinese wife. He
is a Chinese customs official,

The Premier: A customs offieia]l From
China.

Mr. SCADDAN: He is a bird of pas-
sage, and yet the Government are pre-
pared to placate him while this genuine
resident is passed over. Not only that,
but the board went out of their way to
endeavour to placate the local resident
afterwards by asking him and his suns
to break the provisions of the Land Act
so as to get over the difficulty that ex-
isted. Mir. Moor and his sons had ap-
plied for certain blocks which the sons
obtained on certain conditions, and when
Mr. Moor, senior, was not successful in
obtaining the blocks which were given to
the Chinese official, the bhoard asked him
to put in an applieation for the blocks
allotted to his sons and he would get
them, That sort of thing is going an io-
day in the Lands Department which is
administered so finely by the present
Minister, that is, according to the state-
ments we hear from the Minister for
Mines and others when buek-seratehing
one another in the back-bloeks. It would
be well to get the Minister to pay atten-
tion {0 the department in order to expose
the seandals which exist and which will
not do him, the Government, or the State
any good. Certain settlers who Arrived
at Albany obtained land near Mount Bar-
ker. They were advised to take it up
there, as were scores of residents. That
land was faken up by those people on
the advice of the Lands Department, but
when it was obtained and the owners &p-
plied to the Agricultural Bank for loans,
they were met with a refusal oo the
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ground that ihe land was not suilable for
the purpose tor whicl it was selected.
On the one hand we have the Lands De-
partment foisting land off on the resi-
dents and immigrants, and on the othe
hand the Agricultural Bank arve condemni-
ing the land immediaiely afterwaras.
Does the Minister pride himself on that
kind of administration? We have a case
also of an applicant on the goldfields,
Mr. MeCourt. The Attorney General is
probably listening to the facts, for a
member of Parliament is in that ease too,
A genileman made applieation for cer-

tain lols nnd obtained them, and I believe

Lhey were eveninally on the marker in
the hands of a land agent. Irrespective
of the ajtitude adopted by that Jand
agent—he is in this Chamber and ean ex-
plain  for himself—I quate the case in
order lo show the sort of thing that is
woing on lLere,

Mr. Gourley: On a point of order, ihe
hon, member is reflecting on me, for T un-
derstand I am the member to whom hLe
is veferring. The land was never in my
hands for sale in any shape or torm.
His statement will be published in ihe
Press and might reflect on me. [ know
absolutely nothing about it,

Mr. Foulkes: I noticed in to-day’s
paper that my name is mentioned in re-
gard te a eomplaint, stating that 1 had
been consnlted by the member for Leo-
nora in regard to some transaetion affecl-
ing land in the Dalwallinu distriet. I
know nothing whatever about the trans-
action. 1 am glad to have the rpporiu-
nity of stating that Mr. Gourley never
spuke to me about it. T know noihing
ahout it.

Mr. SCADDAN: There are taany
members absent from their seats. or we
might have had otber explanations.

Mr. Bolton: There would be plenty in
another Chamber.

Mr. SCADDAN; There is also a scan-
dal in conneetion with a gentleman named
Myers at Wongan Hills. T have not the
full particulars, but 1 understand that
be, while possessed of a homestead bloek
or under residential seetions, applied for
other lofs under similar econditions and
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was asked by ihe department to take ad-
vanlage of Hection G4 to get over the
difticalty he had placed himself and the
department in.  Then there is the case
of certain scandals on the Stirling Is-
tate. 1 have lieard of two persuns lo
whom approval notieces were sent for the
same lot of that estate. One, Mr. Dunk-
ley, who obtained it, was not a resident
and did not eomply with the eonditisns
under which the blocks were thrown open.
Is there any {ruth in that statement, and
if so, who iz responsible? That ease
shows the laxity of the department.
When dealing with the administration of
the Lands Department one cannot over-
look the immmigration policy of the Gov-
ernment. During the last two or thres
nonths we have had repeated letters
in the newspapers eoming from different
persons, some old residents, others recent
arrivals, and some assisted immagrants,
referring to the maladministration of the
department, and stating they were nnable
to obtain land they had been lec to be-
lieve they could get. Notwithstanding
these leiters we find that during the next
few months about 2,000 more immigrants
will arrive from England, T wanit to
know what sort of chaos we will et into
if something is not done in the Tands
Department. Is the Premier going to
take any action? WWhen one goes to the
Minister for Lands in connection with
the treafinent of immigrants, or even if
one goes to the Premier, the reply that
he reeeives is, “I do not know anything
about it.”

The Premier: I have never had any-
thing brought before me, and I have never
given {hat reply.

Mr. SCADDAN: But the hon. :nember
has only been Premier for two or thee
hounrs,

The P’remier: You referred to me.

My. BCADDAN: I am speaking of the
position of Premier generally. For a
considerable time this kind of scandal has
been going on, and the Minister for
Lands, when ihe matter is brought be-
fore him, says that he is not responsible.
I take it, therefore, that the Premior is

responsible; at any rate we will kouw in
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future wiere v seid dissatistied imnd-
arunts.

The PPremier: Why do yeu nat stute
faets?

Mr. SCADDAN: [ am stating facts,
and I say that the whole position has
heen ullowed to drift through negleci on
the part of the Government in not ap-
poinling a responsible person in London
to fll the position of Agent General, Jt is
about 12 months since we have had an
Agent General representing this State in
London, with the resull, and there is uo
doubt about it, that chaos exisls in the
Agent (General’s office, We have as lee-
turer in Bngland Mr. Ranford who,
when in this Stole, where he is well
known, was not too eareful about the
statements that he inade, and le is going
aboul making statements there which,
when immigrants arrive in this State as
a result of what they have heard fiom
him, will be wvery difficult to prove.
Wle is responsible for that kind of
thing? 1s it the Minister for
lands or the Premier?  This has
been going on now for a period of 12
months, and when asked recently wanat
the intentions of the Government were
with regard to the Agent General, the
Premier answered that lie hoped to mnake
an announeement shortly. I say it is up
to the House lo demand that ihe an-
nouncement be made immediately in ron-
neetion  with the appointment of an
Agent (eneral. Ts it because there is no
person in the State capable of lilling 1hat
office that the appointment is not made?
1 want to know why no appointment haz
heen made, and whether it is  hccanse
there are possibilities of political changes
in the future. It is as well that we
sheuld know tle reason why the Govern-
ment have allowed the office fo vremain
vacant for o period of 12 months, In
eonneetion with immigration, I want to
say that I believe in the snggestion which
was made by Mr, Marwick. who was re-
cently elecled to another place, and made
also by the Minister for Works, and re-
vonnuended as well by a select committee,
tkat the people who are brought ont heve
for the purpose of going on the land, or

825

working as farm labourers, should be
taken immediately on arrival into the
eountry  districts, and  nwot  housed in
PPerth, until they ean lind employment,
The whole difficeliy is that they are lo-
cated near the Labour Bureau, where they
register their names in the hope that they
may obtain work in the Cily. If they
were immediately laken (v the country
they wounld then he available for those
wha required farm labourers. Under ex-
isting eireumstances a mumber of these
innrigrants  obtain - work in the CGity,
while other eitizens who are artisnns are
nat able to seeure what work there may be
available.

Mr. Bolton: The Railway Department
emplovs a zreat number of them now,

Mr, SCADDAXN: | know they do, and
some of them also in (he dislrict repre-
sented by the Minister lor Works, and
thai gentleman knows of thens,

The Minister [or Works:
know.

Mr. SCADDAN: Then vou want lo
look up the report of the evidence taken
by the select ¢committee. Coming to the
Mines Department, let me say that this
does not affeet the Minisler for Mines en-
tively, it affects the Government as a
whole, and when [ say this [ have in my
mind their inactivh in connection with the
Berteaux seandal at Davyhwst.  This
House dealt with that question on a pre-
vious oceasion, and practieally forced the
Minister for Mines to take some nebion
in ecnneetion with it.  As a matter of
fact I helieve it was only through the
Premier asserting his position that an
inquiry was eveutually held. The Minis-
ter for Mines was not anxious to have
this inquiry. but it showed (hat the siate-
ments made by the membey for Bonlder
were proved up to the hilt, and they were
that this man Berteaux had been defraud-
ing the Mines Departinent and the Trea-
sury of this State. Even when that was
proved, we were uot able to take action
against him. The Minister for Mines and
other members of the Cabinet refused fo
take aclion ogainst this man, and the
Crown Law Department also adopted a
rather peculiar attitude. Xt has been
stated here already, and I repeat it again

T do not
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to-day, that Mr. Sayer made a report ‘o
the Premier to be read to this Chamber,
and arvived at a deeision, showing that
they could not prosecute this person, from
the files which he had never seen. That
was absolutely proved in this Chamber,
and on adviee such as that the Crown
Law Deparlment has taken no aetion
against Berteaux, I believe, and members
in the House also believe, that the Gov-
ernment were not game to take aetion.

The Attorney General: That is not so.

Mr. SCADDAN: Why did they not
do so?

The Attorney General: The matter was
earefully investimated and the Crown
Solicitor and Mr, Sayer both decided
there should be no proseeution,

Mr. Gill: Did they say there was an
element of doubt?

Mr, SCADDAN: This matter has re-
ceived so mueh attention in the House and
in the country that it should have been
up to the Government to proteet their
honour and take action, even though they
lost the case.

Mr. Holman: They were afraid of ex-
posure.

Me. SCADDAN: It had been shown
conclusively that Berteanx had defraunded
the Mines Department, and yet no action
was taken, and it was generally known
that the Government were not game to
take action for fear of other exposures.
I say that the Government are lacking in
their duty, not only to the country but Lo
themselves, in not taking action against
an individnal, irrespective of whether he
is a friend of the Ministry or not, for
having defranded the revenue of the
State.

Mr. Holman: He was a postal vote
officer at Menzies.

My. SCADDAN: There is no doubt that
he did render eonspicuous services to the
Minisier for Mines when thai gentleman
was seeking re-election. It is a seandal
second o none in the State, and had the
gentlemen sitting on the Treasury bench
been sifting in opposition with a Labour
Government in power, there would have
beeu a hue and erv about the dishonesty
and the dishonourable tacties of the Gov-
ernment. Yet this case goes by the board;
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nothing is said. The administration of
the lwospilals is another matter for cown-
menl in the eountry, and without labouc-
ing the question I wish fo say that the
Government. apparently with a lesire to
halanee their ledger. are going to malke Lhe
sick und those struek down hy misfortune
in the back eountry, and those who have
gone oul to blaze the track, as the mem-
ber for Pilbara would say, be he suffer-
ers. These are the people who are to
square the ledger for the Government.
The Government have reduced the sub-
sidies (0 the hospitals because they can
find no other method of bringing about
what lhey desire. This is the spirit shown
by the Govermmnent who parade themselves
as a demoeratic Government, To my way
of thinking their only desire i3 to sink
the interests of the masses in order that
a favoured few boodlers and others may
continue to prosper.  We have among
the proposals as outlined by the Premier
the Redistribution of Seats Bill. Let me
say that I know of no more dastardly
aetion to enable a party to eontinue in
power irrespective of the wishes of the
people than the proposals as they will
be found in this measure. 1 know of no
precedent in the history of the Commou-
wealth for an action snch as that which
it is intended to take. Here are the Gov-
ernment going to use their majority to
foree down the throats of the people a
re-adjustment of the boundaries of the
various electorvates for no other apparent
purpose than to enable them to retain
possession of the Treasury bench. To my
way of thinking it is not a matter vitally
affecting any party in the Chamber,
though it ean be taken for granted that
the Government will not deal in any way
favourably with this side of the House.
But this is not the objection lo the move
to be taken by the Government, The
Lemislative Assembly should be a true re-
flex of publie opinion, and the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill, which is to be intro-
duced for party purposes as proposed by
the Qovernment, is nothing short of a
determination to prevent free expression
of public opinion, in order that this party
may continue in opposition. The Attor-
ney (eneral shakes his head. Why, [
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ask, have not the Government shown. their
hand in conneection with this matter? T1f
this be 2 maiter of public interest, as it
must be, why do not the Government pub-
lish what they propose to do in order that
the people may have time to consider the
question before it is forced down their
throats, as will be the case when the Bill
is introduced at the end of the session,
If the Government are desirous of bring-
ing about a readjustment of boundaries,
why not inireduce a system similar to that
in existence in the Commonwealth Parlin-
meut and in the other States? Ouly re-
cenfly there was an Electoral Distriets
Bill introdaced into the Queensland As-
sembly. There the Government might
have adopted an attitude similar to that
proposed in this State, and they might
have made use of their brutal majority
to readjust the boundaries of the eleclo-
rates so as to retain their positions on the
Treasury bench. It is rumoured, and
there is a certain amount of truth in the
ramour, that the Ministerial party had a
meeting and diseussed this question, and
that members snpporting the Governmeant
have pledged themselves to support the
passage of the Redisiribution of Seats
Bill. 1t may be as well for the Premier
to give that a denial if it is not true. The
fact remains, however, that it is (reely
stated that the Mimsterial party have eou-
sidered this question, and for party pur-
poses are going to use their majority to
force it through. Here, then, have we a
democratic Government who are going to
use their brutal majority to stifle publie
opinion. The Queensland Bill to regulate
the adjustment of the electoral houndary
provides in Clause 7—

In making the division consideration
shall be given by the Commissicners to
(a) rommunity or diversity of inter-
esis; (b) means of communication; (e¢)
physical features; (@) the area of pro-
posed districts which do not comprise
any part of a eity or town—and subject
thereto the quota of ¢lectors shall be
the basis for the division of the State
into electoral distriets, and the Comn-
missioners may adopt a wmargin of al-
lowanee to be used whenever necessary
bunt in no ease shall such quota he de-
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parted from to a greater extent than

one-tifth move or one-fifth less,

The Premier will probably zay that we
are passing our Redistribution of Seats
Bill on those lines, and that we will take
all those faets into consideration; but the
maijn fact that they will take into con-
sideration will be that they are in
power and that they want to remain in
power, If that is not the case why do not
the Government state definitely to the peo-
ple and to the House what they propose to
do, or appoint a Commission sueh as that
which exists in Queensland to rearrange
the boundaries without consideration
of party or for party purposes?
It is not a matter of the number sapport-
ing any party in the Honse or in any
future Parliament; it is a question of
giving the public a fair opporiunity of
expressing theiy opinions on  politieal
ruestions of the day. Of course, it has
been a method adopted in many other
countries, such as Ameriea, where the
party in office have abused their power to
gerrymander the electoral boundaries for
their profit, in order that they might re-
tarn with a majority. That, apparently,
is the intention of the present Govern-
ment, an infention supported by all those
demoerats on the Treasury hench, even
that great democral, the Minister for
Waorks, who is the president of the Demo-
eratic Leagne at Subiaco. 1 would like
to hear that leagune on this question, and,
moreover, I would like an opportunity of
addressing that league myself.

The Minister for Works: They want
something edueational. though.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is why they put
the hon. member in the chair—to muzale
hirn,

Mr. Troy: It is easy enough; all yon
want to do is to tumble a bit.

Mr., SCADDAN: We have also a pro-
posal for this Chamber to consider dur-
ing the next few weeks, namely, the Con-
stitution Aet Amendment Bill. I want
the Premier to tell the Honse whether he
is making provision in that Bill for the
reduction of the franchise of another
place. Tt has been the pronounced policy
of the party now in power to bring about
the reduction of the franchise of the
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Legislative Couneil ever since 1905, The
Premiev himself bas declared that in his
own electorute, and has vepeated it in the
Chamber. The ex-Premier introduced a
Bill dealing with the question, but the Bill
was thrown out in another place owing to
its not having secured the statutory maj-
ority required for its passage. Yet we
find that at Subiaco the other eveniug the
Premier made reference (o certain pro-
posals whieh it was his intenfion to put
through.  For instance, there was fhe
Licensing Rill, the Health Bill, and the
Roads Bill, each of which was already
before the House; wlile ihere was also
to be introduced the Redistribntion of
Seats Bill. These, he said, were four
important measuves which the Govern-
ment infended, if possible, should be put
throngh and passed into law this session;
but he omitted to make any mention of
that part of the Moore Government’s pol-
icy represenied by the proposed reduction
of the franchise of the Legislative Coun-
cil. And in making a statement in the
House on Tuesday evening last the Prem-
ier referred to this Bill, which he said had
been promised for some time. Continn-
ing the Premier said—

And we dre going to endeavour to
pass it. Amongst other things it will
increase the life of Parliament from
three years to four years, and it will
also abolish the necessity for a member
of the House, on acecepting a portfolio,
having to seek re-election.

No rveference is made there to the ques-
tion of the reduction of the franchise of
another place.

The Premier: Did you not hear me re-
fer to it?

Mr. SCADDAN: No. T was in my
place, but I heard no reference to that
question. 1 mentioned it to other mem-
bers, but they also had failed to hear any
reference to it. Then, not being satis-
fied, I looked up the West Australian,
and, still uneonvineed, turned up the
- Hansard report of the Premier’s speech;
but it contained no reference to any such
thing. Of course, the Premier may in-
tend to include it—T hope he does—but
I want to point to the omission when
he made that statement the other night.
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Aceording to his statement the provisions
of the Bill would inerease the tenure of
Parliament, and abolish the neeessity for
Ministers to seek re-election on accept-
ance of office; and he declared that the
Bill had been promised for some time. I
have not heard of any agitation for the
Bili, nor of any promise that it would bhe
forthcoming. There has been no desire
to extend the tenure of Parliament from
three to fonr years. As a matter of fact,
the public complain that Parliament is
too lengthy to-day, that we get oui of
touch with public opinion; and 1 helieve
it s true, especlally when I look across
the Chamber and remark the gentlemen
constifuting the Government. Tt is now
over (wo years since the present Gov-
ernment appealed to the ecountry, and
clearly they are getting out of toneh with
public opinion, To extend the term of
Parliament from three years to four years
1s, I my opinion, inadvisable at the pre-
sent junetnre, and I say the Government
are not justified in making suel a pro-
posal. We hear a lot about poliey and
pledges, but this has been no part of the
Government policy, nor do I think they
have given a pledge in this direction, I
say we have no right to do this without
flist consulting fhe people. It is a matier
affecting the future policy of the State,
and it is of sueh seriousuess that the Gov-
ernmenl should not for a moment eonsider
its adoption. Then there is the question
of Ministers seeking re-election om the
aceeptance of offiee. Tu this respect [
ean sympathise with the Premier who, as
one having suffered defeat on seeking re-
election after acceptance of office, is now
taking the earliest opportuniiy of iniro-
doeing a Bill calenlated to  avert that
humiliation in future. Has there been
any general demand for this jeform?

The Premier: Do you not want it?

Mr. SCADDAN: I am not asking for
#t.  Lel me fell the Premier that when,
after the next general election, we arve
oceupying that beneh, we will not be alter-
iny our policy from session to session;
and even when a change is made in Cabi-
net, we will nof be fearfnl of appearing
before the electors,

The Premier: Whoe is fearful?
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Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier is not
fearful? Is this not prima facie evidence
that he is fearful? He was not fearful
oh @ previous occasion, but when Le actuo-
ally faced the electors he wished there
had been some such provision as this
which he now proposes. Persoanally T
do not know that it is advisable that Mini-
sters should have ta return to the country
on aceepting office; hut il is a goodt safety
valve, and it affords cpportunity for an
expression of opinion.

Ar. Angwin: As in the ecaze of the
Morgans Ministry.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Morgans Minis-
try was a case in point. I do not know
that there is nuy desire for a ehange in
this direction, Let us give the country
the oppmrtunity ——

The P’remier: Why not disenss all that
when the Bill is before the House?

Mr. BCADDAN: I am mevely showing
the tendenex of the ’remier, who is mnot
long In power bhefore displaying his ve-
aclionary leanings, Here we have been
fighting to reduce the tenure of PParlia-
ment, and we find the Premier desivous
of extending it and avoiding the necessity
of Ministers going to the country on ae-
cepting offive. I do not know that it is
necessary to proceed at much greater
Tength, T would like to refer to the
statement made by lthe Premnier the other
evening, when Lie propoged that. during
the session, he would put  through no
fewer than nine Bills for the constraction
of raibways in various agricultural dis-
tricts,

The 'renmiier:
to assist me.

Mr., SCADDAN: T.will, but the I’re-
mier might ask the Attorney General also
to assist him. It may be news to the Pre-
mier to know thag the Attorney General
is wpposed {0 the construction of new
lines.  He has opposed the construetion
of new railways in this State.

The Attorney General: (et out your
serap baok.

Mre. SCADDAN: There are some very
tne sevaps in it: seraps of speeches made
by the Attorney General in eontradiction
of himzelt from tune to lime. Every
sty vears the Attorney General chanwes

I asked the hon. member
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his political npinions, He held an opin-
ion in 1904 in connection with the railway
constrietion  proposals  of the Daglish
Guvernment. He said they were not re-
quired, that we did not vequire new rail-
ways: but to-day we find him one of the
wreat supporters of the proposed exten-
sion of our railway system in agrienltural
districts. Let me say it is commendable;
[ am pleased to think lhe Attorney Gen-
eral has heen converted hy the speeches
of hon. members on this side to the con-
struction of vallways in agriculivral dis-
triets. The Prenier himself on one ocea-
ston ridieuled the iden of geing in for a
progressive policy of railway eonstruetion
in the agrienitural districts, When the
preseut Minister for Works, as leader of
the Labonr Goverment, hrought down his
poliey. the present Premier attempted to
pass ridienle on it. The present Premier
was then sittiog in Opposition. 1 will
rend to you what bhe said—

The Premier alse spoke of prtting
out spur lines anvwlere along the
(lreat Southern Railway, a dry duek
it Fremantle, and sewerage works. All
these things totted up to several mil-
ltons of money. When we had pub-
licly stated through the Government
of the day that we were going to em-
hark on this progressive poliey and
build railways here. there. and every-
where, i1 would have been hetter if
we could have shown hy legitimate
means a revenme account that at any
rate would have balaneed nmr expendi-
fiere,

Where would our agricultural railways
have been to-day if the Premier, as
member of the Moore Government, had
made that his first prineiple—that we
should Dbalance the ledger hefore eon-
strueting agriculteral railways?

The Premier: That was hecanse you
had ne horrnwinge poliey.

My, SCADDAN: The hon. member
kuows that is absoletely inewrrect. He
knowz his colleazue. the Minister for
Works. the then Premier, left a consid-
erable balanee on Loan Aceount in order
ter construet these railways,

Mr, Bath: One million pounds.
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My, SCADDAN: There is no consist-
ency in members who adopt an attitude
of that kind when in opposition, and
then when in office declare themselves in
favour of agricultural railways.

The Premier: You bhave been misquot-
ing.

%\[r. SCADDAN: No; I have been
quoting from Ifamsard, and the hon.
member ean turn it up for himself and
see if he ean deny it. By way of show-
ing the eonsistency of the Attorney Gen-
eral, it is interesting to look back and
see what he had to sax. His remarks
were as follow:—

In the Greenough distriet the far-
mer did not say muech on the larger
question, but asked for roads to give
easy access to a maurket. Till these
were provided more ambitions schemes
might be kept in the baekground. Not
only roads but sunitable railway faeili-
ties were needed—not new lines of
railway, but a further use of existing
lines.

These are the gentlemen who go about
the country condemning the mark-time
policy of the Labour Government, and
saying that we are attempting to pre-
vent the progréss of the State; and, at
the same time, taking credit to them-
selves for having introduced light agri-
cultural railways into the State.

The Attorney General: We did not
say new lines were not needed.

Mr. SCADDAN: What you said was,
‘“not only roads, but suitable railway fa-
cilities were needed-—not new lines of
railway, but a further use of existing
lines.”?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SCADDAN: Before the adjourn-
ment I was referring to the attitude
adopted in the past by some of the mem-
bers now oceupying the front Ministerjal
bench, and I was also dealing with the
lE“lSlatlon proposed for the remainder
of the session as outlined in the state-
ment made by the Premier on Tuesday,
I understand that since that statement
was made one politieal organisation in
the State has bad a meetine, Whether
they are in the confidence of the Premier
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I do net know, but I understand they
bave decided that by book or by erook
the Redistribution of Seats Bill mnst
pass.  Will the Premier inforin the
House whether the National Politieal
League has had a draft of the Bill or
has been informed of the nature of the
propusal~ in the Bill, while the publie
have not been able o obtain any infor-
mation whatsoever, exeept to the extent
that the Ministerial party had & meet-
ing and decided that they would put the
Bill through despite all the oppusition
that will be brought against it? Tt is
rather a remarkable thing that a party
such as the National Political League
skonld be able tv decide that a Bill
of this kind shounld be passed when they
have not had an outlive of it. If they
have had it. they Lave had more than
the general public or members of the
House know. It is an unusual course,
and I think the Premier should inform
the House.

The Premier:
at their meeting?

Mr. SCADDAN: Noj; but it was pub-
lished in the newspapers that the league
had a meeting and decided the Bill must
be passed.

The Premier: I have not seen or heard
anything of it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Of course we know
they have a paid organiser, a member of
this Chamber, the member for Murray:
and he attended the Ministerial party’s
meeting when the matter was diseussed.

The Minister for Works: Did he?

Mr. SCADDAN : Probably the Minis-
fer can fell me; he knows. T am
pretty ecrtain all the members were
there except one or two who conld not
attend ; and I think the member for
Murray was one of them: and. beiny
paid organiser of that organisation. he
would prebably give them the informa-
tion with the vesult that they could dis-
cuss something the Honse bhas not had
the oppertunity of hearing. These are
the political methonds adopted to-day in
order to prevenl the free expression of
publie opinion in this Chamber. Deal-
ing with the foreeast of legislation for
the remaiuder of the session. may T draw

‘Was the hon. member
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attention tv the omission of any rvefer-
enee to an amendment of the Avbitra-
tion Aet? While Ministers find time to
deal with ihe guestion of the extension
of the tenure of Parliament, and with
ihe advisability or otherwise of members
returning to their constifuents when ae-
eepting offiee, they have no time to deal
with the more vital questions affeeting
the welfare of the workers of the State,
It is not that the matter has not been
Dbrought under their notice, because the
president «of the Avbitration Counrt, and
the members of the court, and the news-
papers and the public generally have
been discussing the maiter for months
past and saying thaf the legislation in
this respect should be made adeguafe
to meet the cirenmstances that arise; yet
we hear nothing from the Premier. it is
no concern to the Premier what becomes
of the workers of the country so long
as he is reaping advantage from the
workers’ efforts. The country is pros-
pering, but T am afraid that if the pre-
sent Government remain in offiee any
length of time it will be one section nf
the community, and a very small sec-
tion, that will enjoy the fruits of our
prosperity. The past of the Premier
leads me to that view. I am not going
to refer at any greater length to the
proposals of the Government, except to
say that I eannot for the life of me see
how the House ean continue to have eon-
fidence in the Government as at present
constituted. For a eollection of varied
rolitical opinions, commend me te the
present Treasury bencl. We have mem-
bers sitting on that beneh who have in
the past condemned in the strongest pos-
sible terms the polifical fendeneies of
the very person they accept as their
Premier, us the one who will formulate
their poliey in the fature. We have one
wlo js recognised as the black-labour re-
presentative in the House, the member
for Kimberley. vne who nrged the State
Government to approach the Federal Go-
vernment to relieve the pearling industry
by allowing the introduction of inden-
tured lahour to work the pearlineg boats
in the North-West. At the other end of
thie hench we have a zentleman who the
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olher night formed a demoeratic league
in Subiaeo. and one of the planks of
that league was that the tropieal indus-
tries shonld be enconrvaged by (he em-
plovment of Europeaus and aboriginal
Iabour only. I want to know how that
sentleman can reconetle these two things.
He joined the Cabinet at the same time
as the gentleman who wanis te intro-
duee Asiatie labour, and vet he coniends
that he still holds the same puolitieal
views as before he joined the CUabinet.
How ean the hon. member reconcile the
two positions?  Again. we have a gentle-
man who previcusly championed the eivil
gservice and condemned the Government
for their attitude towards school teachers
and eivil servants. Now that gentleman’s
chief is the one wlo is the enemy of the
free education system, We have the
Crown Law Department controlled by an
Attorney Geneval who has only left his
school in England, yet be is now leader
of the Bar in this State; and we are Lo
have confidence in that department, that
department which by its action in the
Berteanx ease, the Gerald Browne ease
and, may I say, the Harry Brown case
has been conniving at illegal actions and
doing nothing to bring wrongdoers to
Justice. Also, we bave the Minister for
Mines retaining charge of his department
by using the irvegularities of his own
supporters to oust a person honestly re-
turned at” the lead of the poll. He sits
now, quite satisfied everything is all right,
cheek by jowl with the very persan
against whom some vears ago he ztnmped
the country in opposition to that person’s
conservative tendeneies. We have the
Lands Department in & muddle that I
suppose no other department in the State
or in other States has previously got
into, with scandals that would mever be
tolerated in other States of the Common-
wealth, and with outside influence hronght
10 bear on the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: It is not true.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not use that expression,

The Minister for Lands: T withdraw.

Mr. SCADDAX: Oatside influence
brought to bear on the Jinister in con-
nection with complaints made when alln-
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caling certain lots to persons residing in
the State. If it is necessary to mention
names I ean mention that of Mr. Dunkley
and the Stirling Estate. Will the Minis-
ter deny that outside influnence was used
to silence certain individuals when they
were writing?

The Minister for Lands: Certainly T
do.

Mr. SCADDAN: We will bring proofs
that outside influence was userl.

The Minister for Lands: The
dealt with it.

Mr. SCADDAN: I am speaking about
after the board. So we have departments
conniving at illegal actions and taking no
action, as a matter of fact assisting per-
sons to escape justice, We have on the
Treasury bench the holders of different
opinions, one in favour of black and

board

Asiatic  labvur te  encourage the in-
dostries in the  North-West.  and
another moking it a plank in  his

platform that it should be done by
European and aboriginal labour only, We
have the oppenent of the worker in every
possible sense at the head of the Govern-
ment, a man who in the Arbitration Court
on behalf of certain firms advocated that
6s. a day shonld be the living wage for
those employed in our industries, a man
who has stated in the House that elderly
men and boys should be at the merey of
their employers despite the fact that we

have an Arbitration Court to regulate
wages and hours of labour. We have u
discontented eivil serviee, the hearts

knocked out of our sechool teachers owing
to the action of the Edueation Depart-
ment in some divections, some of whish
were referred to vecently by the Minister
for Works. We have warders in our
asvlums and gaols discontented even al-
most to the extent of leaving work. We
have onr railway servants making ve-
pented applications to the Tremier faoy
assistance towards their welfare. All this
i going on, but with the present Govern-
ment and their supporters there is no
hope for the future for the workers. If
oppottunity were given to the people of
the country to express an opinion on
members of the Ministerial beuch, I am
satisfiel not one-half of the Ministers
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would be returned. There is no doubt
about the feeling in the country. Two
out of three of the persons you meet in
the street will tell yon they have no faith
in the administration of the present Gov-
ernment with the present Premier at the
head of affairs. That being so, I ask
those on the Government side of the
House, who eontend that they hold demo-
eratie views, whether they will give (le
publie an opportunity of expressing an
opinion on the present Administratior.
Last session there was introduced a Bill
to amend the Agrienltural Lands Pur-
chase Act, in order to permit the Govern-
ment to buy furiher esiates, but no men-
tion was made of the faet that the Bill
was introduced far one purpose anly, and
that was to permit the Government to buy
an estate then owned by the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Buteher)., Will the Gov-
ernment. deny that that is the way they
earry on government—by introducing
measures for the special purpose, as they
did last session, in order to permit them
to buy an estate from the member for
CGaseoyne?

My, Jacoby: Do you allege anything
corrupt in that?

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
would not understand it if I did. The
fact remains that when the Bill was
passed, no mention was made of the faet
that its ohjeet was to buy thal estate,
Yet the member for Gascoyne with flie
full knowledge of the faet that the pur-
chase was being made, waited until the
last moment and sent in his resignation
in sueh a manner as there wornld he nro
opportanity of any oppaosition, and posed
hefore his electors as being the ouly hon-
ourable man m the House, * Twelve
months age fhe Government were intro-
ducing a Bill. withont mentioning i, to
purchaze his estate,  Why did he not
tell his constiluents then that he was sell-
ing his estale, and that bhe weuld have to
come before them fur their further suff-
rages? He made no mention of it nntil
the writ bad heen praetieally issued, Then
he proceeded on the journev to Gascovne
so 1liat no one else could follow. Now he
poses as the only hon. member in the
Chamber.,
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Mr. Butcher: That is incorrect.

Mr. SCADDAN: It is absolutely cor-
rect; no other man could get there in
time for nomination. I contend that the
time has arrived when the people shounld
be given another opportunity fo express
their opinion of the policy of the Govern-
ment, outlined by the Premier, and as to
the administration by the Government of
the departments. Members should c¢on-
sider the question from that standpoint,
not from the standpoint of extending the
tenure of Parliament so as to avoid res-
ponsibility. If this is done I am satis-
fied that in the very near future, as the
resnlt of members going before the peo-
ple, we will dbtain an alteration in policy
and in the administration of the depart-
ments. )

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 7.47 p.m.

Aegislative Fssembly,
Tuesday, 11th October, 1910.

Mr. Holman's Police Court Fine
Privilege : Mr. Brown and mOﬁce of Proﬁt,

Press mtervmw . -
Papers presente: 837
Question : Gomﬁe!ds Water Supply, ‘meter renta 837
Motion : Want of Confidence in the Government 838

The Speaker took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
p.m., and read prayers.

Mg, HOTAMAN’S POLICE COURT
FINE.

Mr. Brown having given notice to ask
the Attorney Cleneral: Has the fine of
£25, inflicted on the hon. member for
Murchison for assisting in a strike been
paid? If nof, why not?

Mr. HOLMAYN said: I can answer that
question now: The fine has not been paid,
nov have the eosts been paid, nor will they
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ever be paid, nor have the two months
been done.

PRIVILEGE—MR. BROWN AND AN
OFFICE OF PROFIT.
A Press interview.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): On a
question of privilege, I desire to draw
your attention, Mr. Speaker, to a para-
graph in an interview granted by the
member for Perth, or the ex-member for
Perth as he is in my opinion, to a news-
paper during the last few days, It
referred to the matter T brought
forward in the Hbuse last week, in
which T asked your ruling as to whether
the member for Perth was in order in sit-
ting in this Chamber as he had aceepted
an office of profit wunder the Crown.
Since then Mr. Browa has given an inter-
view to the Press, an interview which con-
tains more than one deliberate untruth,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not use that expression in the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: I withdraw it, but I
will say that the statement is absolutely
ineorrect. In the first place Mr. Brown
in his interview with this paper said—

I have nothing to hide, nothing to be
ashamed of so far as I can see, and I
have eertainly not abrogated my fune-
tions as a legislator any more than has
Mr. Holman on several occasions.

That means that I have received payment
from the Crown for services I have rem-
dered. T desive to give that an emphatic
denial as T bhave never recerved a solitary
appointment from the Crown in any re-
spect, nor have I received any payment
from the Crown in connection with any
matter. Further on in the interview Mr.
Brown says—

Mr. Holman was nominated as asses-
sor for the plaintiff (Barry) and at-
tended two sittings of the arbitrators,
who verdicted for Barry with eosts. 1
was entitled to a guinea a sitting under
the Act, and T was paid two guineas for
two sittings. Mr. Holman eclaimed five
guineas for t{wo sitiings and reeeived
three—a puinea more than he was leg-
ally entitled to.

Tn the fivst place T was assessor for Barry,



